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intelligence increases as we follow the zoological distribution
of Cuvier, that is to say, that it rises from cetacea to carnivora,
from carnivora to pachyderms, and from pachyderms to rumi-
nants, &c. ? "No, evidently not.

It would be absurd to apportion the intellect of animals to
the place which they occupy in zoological classification. We
do not possess any certain method by which to form such an
appreciation in detail. We remain within the terms of a very
acceptable philosophical thesis in advancing our belief, in a
general manner, that the intellectual faculties of animals aug-
ment from the mollusk to tlw mammifer, following almost
exactly the progressive scale of zoological classification, but to
enter into the peculiarities of these orders would be to expose
ourselves to certain contradiction. In zoophytes the soul
exists as a germ; this germ develops itself and grows in
mollusca, and then in articulated creatures and fishes. The
soul acquires certain faculties, more or less obscure and dim,
when it enters the body of a reptile, and these faculties are
manifestly augmented in the body of a bird. The soul is
provided with far more perfected faculties when it reaches the
body of a mammifer. Such is the general outline of our
system.

Let us now follow this system out to the end. In the first
pages of this book, we have advanced our theory that the soul
of man, at the close of its terrestrial existence, passes into the
planetary ether, where it is lodged in the body of a new being,
superior to man in intelligence and morality. If this theory
be correct, if this migration of the soul of man into the body